Appl.No.: 09/802,367 

Amdt. dated 06/24/2005 

Reply to Office action of March 24, 2005 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 
Status of Claims 

In the Office Action, Claims 61-70 were noted as pending in the Application and all 
Claims were rejected. 

By the present Amendment, Claims 68-70 have been canceled without prejudice. 
Accordingly, Claims 61-67 are now pending in the subject application. 
The rejections of Claims 61-67 are addressed separately below. 

Rejection of Claim 61 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by 
www.GolfAgent.com ("the GolfAgent website") 

On Page 2, Item 3 of the Office Action, Claim 61 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
and being anticipated by www.GolfAgent.com ("the GolfAgent website"). 

The GolfAgent website and the reasons that Claim 61 is patentable over the GolfAgent 
website, are addressed sequentially below. 

A. The GolfAgent Website 

The Office Action relies upon three different versions of the Golf Agent website 
(12/6/1998, 4/28/1999, and 5/2/1999 versions) available at the www.archive.org website. The 
subject application claims priority to provisional applications filed March 9, 2000 and March 11, 
2000. Thus, the 4/28/1999 and 5/2/1999 versions of the Golf Agent website are not prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b). There appears to be no 5/2/1999 version of the Golf Agent website 
available at the www.archive.org website. 

The 12/6/1998 version of the Golf Agent website alleges that it enables Internet users to 
book tee times at golf courses. The "home" web page appears below: 
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Go To Booking System 



Lat«*l GotfAcMit N'twi: 

St Andrews Taking Bookingi 

St An&iT.*, tlit bom* or joll, ate new reliinj th*ir ttt 
tira« ming th* GctfAjent lyttetn. 
Th* St Andrew Links trait xre wiling t** timsi in the 
Fif* legion to trail* viiiiing g.clf*ri to make th* mctt 
cf t.h#« itay isiih th* raiatniiKn of effort. 

A Ca.iadiin go'fer, Tina Gatruch (29) becam* 
the ftitt player in the world to beck a toiad 
cf golf at St AruSrnvi via th* lnt*m*i. Tim, 
ptctw*c h*r» rswivtni a rctpru* bcftU of 
champzzn* u h* arrived on ;h* ftrit i*e, 
mii» hit confirmed bcoidnj b*fcr* l*avtn{ 
horn* for St Aidrjr> t . 

Or. fm* thing hii rOwfid, Tim uid "Th* syjtem wai *c tirr.-pie mi 
tpssSi to «a aruS everything '-"erfcad out tin*, I had no tdaa I r-ai th» 
Sr it to cw th* syusxrt, kct J w,^d tatainly <So it aiain ." 



In sunt Sign-op for Clubs 

Cbbi can nebcin th* GoifAg*nt system on Un*. 

Gc-IfAjtm offm different picxifst fox golf elsb, and th* entry 
Uval packa;* invclvk* a self maintainable ^tb pagj (taifif csr 
?af*Wi2ard> and browitr ivbmisaien and r»tri*val of t« tim** can 
now h* ut q» ovk th* In:*rri3t.. 

Yob can monitor veer bookings, mend vow w*b pa;*, ami monitor 
iti tzzmes Tvfcsr.evei yon want from th* comfort o:' your brevier. 

Plaaie ue th* dab Information ca;* for furth« detail* and further 



Other Systems Yield to BOOKi"/ 

BOOKir, th* Baron System* ?C bated Mart* manag*in*3t padcaj* 
t-hiih Un!a cl-it* to th* Oo!f Af*nt S*r\-*r, now indBdsi th* tit*it 
Yi*Id Analyiu fea!^f« prevK?ui!y enjey^i by only ths larfsit r«crti. 

Uiio; BOOKrr. tfcfci can nc^ analya* ccuri? ^115* ccmpajti to gr e*n 
fa* rat« to idejemiin* th* opiinrnrc! ial« piic* of tt* t'traa at 
difftrent timaj c: the iiy, v«k ani year. 

This new feature come* on ice of th* w*alth of f«ar^*» that BOOECfr 
offtri th* golf el'eb. For full d*tatli of th? SOOKi/ pickaxs and «n on 
1*«* o>mon»tra!.ion, plaat* folio* th* DiA In format ion tint. 
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By selecting the "Go to Booking System" link in the above web page, the following web page 
appears: 
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% IHTERKET TEE BOOKINGS; Welcome 


- Microsoft Internet Explorer 






Hie Edit tfew Favorites loob 
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; Search ^Favorites ^ 




Address http://web. ardwe.org^eb/ 19990221 1532 16A^.goffaomt.com/cgi^in/dLtecarch.exe 


PJ|,B|Go |u*s » 





l " Golf Agent 

Internet Golf Reservations ^' se Gd^SO* to book your golf and guarantee your starting times on selected courses. 

Follow the instructions below to find the chib<5) of your choke and look for courses with tee 
times available. 




ciubs 




Members 

Please register prior to selecting tee times. 



^Golf 

o i f n # 



gj 



By activating the "Search" button above, the following page is displayed: 
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' Edit $ew ■ ■ ■ Favorites \ Ioob ' ' bdp 1 



As^ress m\ Sttp://^«.o^fagent.com/coj-vm/du6search .exe 



a 



The page cannot be displayed 



The page ycu are looking For is currently unavailable. The Web 
site might be experiencing technical difficulties, or ycu may need 
to adjust your browser settings. 



Please try the following: 

» Click the rjjj Refresh button, or try again later. 

. If you typed the page address in the Address bar, make 

sure that it is spelled correctly. 
. To check your connection settings, click the Tools menu, 

and then click Internet Options. On the Connections 

tab, dick Settings. The settings should match those 

provided by your local area network (LAN) administrator or 

Internet service provider (ISP). 
. If your Network Administrator has enabled it, Microsoft 

Windows can examine your network and automatically 

discover network connection settings. 

If you would like Windows to try and discover them, 

dick @,.£gt&ctijgtv^k Settings 

. Some sites require 128-bit connection security. Click the 
Help menu and then click About Internet Explorer to 
determine what strength security you have installed, 

• If you are trying to reach a secure site, make sure your 
Security settings can support it. Click the Tools menu, and 
then click Internet Options. On the Advanced tab, scroll 
to the Security section and check settings for SSL 2.0, SSL 
3.0, TLS L0, PCT 1,0. 

» Click the ^ Back button to try another link. 



Cannot find server or DNS Error 



..11 



The 4/28/1999 version of the Golf Agent website failed to link to any further web page, instead 
generating the web page below: 
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:8te &fit 


yjew Favorites loots Help 








* 












Address || 


3 http:/fceb.archive.org^¥dj/19990502Q220^ 




lite >» « . 



iiile 



Enter Web Address: 



Failed Connection. 

We're sorry. Your request failed to connect to our servers. We may be experiencing technical difficult es and 

suggest that you try again later. 

See the FAQs for more info and help, or contact us. 



Home | Help 

Copyright 3 2001, internet Archive ( Terms of Use | Privacy Policy 



Attached to the Office action are certain excerpts from the 10/15/1997 version of the Golf Agent 
website , which is provided below: 
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4] Easy Gotf lee time Bookings on the Internet - Microsoft Internet Explorer 



Be &$t Favorites . Ioob adp 



HjEjlGO life » % , : 





Golf Tee Time Bookings Via The Internet 

Gs!£Aetm enables Imsmt-t users :o book tee times at s wide rangt of golf coma. Reservations are all on-line and extremely simple. 
Telephone +44 (0)1 13 2301232 for details. 



Go To Booking Svstem.. 



How to Book 



You can starch for the club of your choice by rams, or if you would lit* io view courses in a certain g? ©graphics! area you am browse the maps to locate a course at which to p!ay. 
If required, you can raid cut about the club and it's courses by viewing the club's web pages. 

When you're ready, enter a date range of when you would like to play and the system wiS show you all available tee times at this club on the dates you require. 
Bookings are made by simply clicking on the tee time of interest. The system wiD inform you that this tee time is now reserved for you and tell you how you can pay for it. 
Deposit Payments may be mads on-line or may be telephoned through to GoIfAjsat. Telephone payments must be made between the hours of 9.00am and 5.00pm UK Time. J 
We accept, via telephone or via our secure t erven 



VISA 



By pressing the "Go to Booking System" link in the above web page, the following web page 
appears: 
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— l.MJL .... „ 




1*1* 


file &*t Sew Favorites £oofc 










a 


,©B«l - gj g] & 


; ^3 Search Favorites 




A^ess htWMeb.archh/e.w^ 










Golf Club Bookings via the Internet 



Instructions 

EITHER ieirch for the dub cf your choke by name by typini in this box: 



|A!!C!ubs 



Search i 



Note: The demo club is aH»d "Your Club". 
05 



Click Here to brcws; the dips to find the golf chb you require 



E-mail the administrator for help or general inquiries: 



..Si 



Si 



Clicking on "Search" above produces the following web page: 



IQfelnteneLZ JL 
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F8e .. gcfit . V5ew Favorites ■ loots ; be%> % 





!j0' Search '"^"Favorites ^ 


■Hi! - 




Address j^) http: /^w.gdf^ent. t^/cgi-vm/dii)Search.exe 






Urta » 





The page cannot be displayed 



The page ycu are looking for is currently unavailable. The Web 
site might be experiencing technical difficulties, or you may need 
to adjust your browser settings. 



Please try the following: 

. Click the [^J Refresh button, or try again later. 

. If you typed the page address in the Address bar, make 
sure that it is spelled correctly. 

. To check your connection settings, click the Tools menu, 
and then click Internet Options. On the Connections 
tab, click Settings. The settings should match those 
provided by your local area network (LAN) administrator or 
Internet service provider (ISP). 

. If your Network Administrator has enabled it, Microsoft 
Windows can examine your network and automatically 
discover network connection settings. 
If you would like Windows to try and discover them, 
dick ^ Detect Ne haork Settings 

. Some sites require 128- bit connection security. Click the 
Help menu and then click About Internet Explorer to 
determine what strength security you have installed. 

. If you are trying to reach a secure site, make sure your 
Security settings con support it. Click the Tools menu, and 
then click Internet Options. On the Advanced tab, scroll 
to the Security section and check settings for SSL 2,0, SSL 
3,0, TLS LO, PCT 1,0. 

* Click the ^ feack button to try another link. 



Cannot find server or DNS Error 



■4 
M 



Clicking on the "Click Here" link next to the map yields the following: 
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GOLf AGlflT: UK Map - Microsoft Internet Explorer 




■■■■■■RTF - ' aajxj 


Fjte Edit tfew Favorites Tools 


**> . 










^3 Search ^Favorites ^ 


Ik iS> ■ 


; Address jg) Http://web.archive.wgA«b/t^^ 


IF)jH,Go j lWs » 





Click on the area you would like to play 

(TV demonstration club " Your Ctub* is in area SE (Scotland East). 




Clicking on the regions of the map produces the following web page: 
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«| Internet Archive Way back Machine - Microsoft Internet Explorer 


..- J: 




&e Bctt %eti. Fivdrites look bet> : , 




■©■»* -I© - SHI ifrlP*** <gj 






M^ess http://ft«ii.archive.orgAwrf)/200S062q 133l07/http://www.gdfi^ent.com/^^ 139 




ilHa » 





INTIIKU UTHIVI 




Not in Archive. 



The page you requested has not been archived. If the page is still available on the Internet, v/e will begin archiving 
it during our next crawl. Try another request or click here to search for all pages on golfaaentxoro/Maps/UK.nnap? 
23SL139 

See the FAQs for more info and help, or contact us. 

Home I tm 



There is no disclosure in the GolfAgent website of any generation of a single web page listing 
multiple tee times available at a plurality of golf courses for reservation by golfers, in which the 
multiple tee times listed as available for each golf course for a date is a subset of all of the tee 
times at the golf course for the date. 



Claim 61 is Patentable over the Prior Art 

Claim 61 is recited as follows: 

Claim 61. (previously presented) A method comprising the steps 
of: 

with a hub server, 

receiving a request for a web page from a golfer computer 
via a communications network, the golfer computer located 
remotely from the hub server; 
in response to the request, 
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generating a single web page listing multiple tee times 
available at a plurality of golf courses for reservation by 
golfers, the multiple tee times indicated as available for each 
golf course for a date being a subset of all of the tee times at the 
golf course for the date; and 

transmitting the single web page to the golfer computer 
via the communications network. 

The Golf Agent website fails to disclose at least the above-emphasized features of Claim 61. In 
particular, the Golf Agent website discloses no step of "generating a single web page listing 
multiple tee times available at a plurality of golf courses for reservation by golfers, the multiple 
tee times indicated as available for each golf course for a date being a subset of all of the tee 
times at the golf course for the date." This feature of the claimed invention enables a golfer to 
view a single web page with multiple golf courses and available tee times, not the entire tee sheet 
for each golf course, from which the golfer can select. The golfer thus is provided with the 
variety of selections from multiple golf courses and available tee times for those golf courses on 
a single web page. The golfer thus need not "drill down" into the specific web pages for a golf 
course, nor need the golfer be redirected to the golf course's website, either of which requires the 
golfer to use the move forward and backward buttons of the browser, thus leading to lost time 
and frustration of the golfer. In contrast, for example, the 10/15/1997 version of the Golf Agent 
website states "When you're ready, enter the date range of when you would like to play and the 
system will show you all available tee times at this golf club on the dates you require." This 
suggests the Golf Agent website is golf-course-specific "drill down" style architecture, and in 
contrast to the claimed invention, does not list multiple available tee times for multiple golf 
courses on a single web page. In addition, the date range requirement for a single golf course is 
tantamount to the "shot in the dark" approach in which it is very possible that the golfer will 
receive a response of "not available" and thus become frustrated in using the system. Moreover, 
in the claimed invention, the additional step of "transmitting the single web page to the golfer 
computer via the communications network" is necessarily not disclosed in the Golf Agent 
website since it does not disclose generating a single web page with multiple available tee times 
for multiple golf course, but less than the entire tee sheet of each golf course. Thus, it is 
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submitted that Claim 61 is patentable over the Golf Agent website. Withdrawal of the rejection 
is requested. 

Rejection of Claim 61 under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) based on 4/28/1999 and 5/2/1999 versions of 

the Golf Agent Website 

On Page 4, Item 4 of the Office Action, Claims 62-70 were rejected based on 4/28/1999 
and 5/2/1999 versions of the Golf Agent website. There appears to be no 5/2/1999 version of the 
Golf Agent website, and thus the rejection is respectfully traversed for this reason. Claims 62-70 
are patentable over the prior art of record for at least the reasons stated below. 

Claims 62 through 67 depend from Claim 61 and include all the limitations of that Claim 
plus additional limitations which are not taught or suggested by the prior art. For example, 
Claim 62 recites: 

Claim 62. (previously presented) A method as claimed in Claim 61 
further comprising the steps of: 

receiving specific tee times posted by a plurality of golf 
course users' computers via the communications network, the 
golf course users' computers located remotely from the hub 
server and the golfer computer; 

storing the available tee times in a database; and 

in response to the request, 

retrieving the available tee times from the database for 
use in the generating the single web page. 

The Golf Agent website fails to disclose at least the above-emphasized steps of receiving, storing 
and retrieving available tee times for multiple golf courses for use in generating the single web 
page listing multiple available tee times in correspondence with multiple golf courses for the 
golfer's selection, as recited in Claim 62. To the limited extent it can be understood given that 
many of its links do not work, the Golf Agent website appears to be at best a "drill down" 
architecture in which a golfer must request a listing of golf courses, then select a golf course, 
then further specify a date and tee time, then reserve a tee time (how this is done and whether by 
email, telephone or otherwise is not known from the archives of the Golf Agent website). Even 
assuming that the Golf Agent website disclosed hosting of multiple golf courses' on-line 
reservation systems, there is no disclosure of use of data for available tee times from multiple 
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golf courses to generate a single web page listing of available tee times at the multiple golf 
courses without listing the golf courses' entire tee sheets (i.e., a subset of all tee times). This 
feature is important to providing a single web page listing that a golfer can use to reserve a tee 
time efficiently and with ease, thus greatly enhancing the golfer's experience in reserving a tee 
time online and increasing the likelihood that the golfer will continue to reserve tee times online. 
Claim 65 recites that "the listing of multiple available tee times are next-day tee times for 
respective golf courses." The Golf Agent website fails to disclose this feature of the claimed 
invention, which enables multiple golf courses to sell tee time inventory that would otherwise be 
lost. Claim 66 recites that "the request designates a specific geographic region and the single 
web page is generated to list available tee times for only the golf courses in this specific 
geographic region." The Golf Agent website fails to disclose generation of the single web page 
to list available tee times for only the golf courses in the specific geographic region designated 
by the request, as recited in Claim 66. This feature provides additional benefits to the golfer by 
enabling the golfer to view available tee times at multiple golf courses only within a specific 
geographic region of interest to the golfer. Claim 67 recites that "the request includes a date on 
which the golfer desires to play but does not require the golfer to specify the golfer's desired 
time of play in order to generate a list of available tee times." This feature of the claimed 
invention eliminates the "shot in the dark" approach in the prior art in which a golfer specifies a 
tee time only to receive a response "not available" which greatly frustrates the golfer. This 
feature too is not disclosed in the Golf Agent website. Thus, it is submitted that Claims 62-67 
are patentable over the prior art of record for these reasons as well as for the reasons stated above 
with respect to Claim 61. Withdrawal of the rejection of Claims 62-67 is requested. 

Claims 68-70 have been canceled from the subject Application, without prejudice to the 
filing of a continuation application directed to such Claims. Accordingly, the rejection of these 
Claims is moot. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, it is submitted that Claims 61-67 are patentable over the prior art of record. 
Accordingly, reconsideration and an early notice of allowance is requested for Claims 61-67. 
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It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond those that may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR § 1.136(a), and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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